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Govt. Accountability O>ice, 2009 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)316854515 Subject: Drugs, Nonprescription. Excerpt: . . . a BTC drug class would give
consumers access to more drugs that could benefit their health. Pharmacists could counsel consumers on BTC medications and, consequently,
some drugs that were unsuitable for OTC availability could be made available as BTC drugs. Proponents argue that this would be particularly
important for underserved populations, such as the uninsured, underinsured, or those with limited access to a primary care provider and, thus, to
prescription drugs. Moreover, an FDA o>icial told us that many of the drugs that could be switched to OTC under the current two-tier drug
classification system have already been reclassified and that a BTC drug class might allow additional drugs to be switched out of prescription
status. . The convenience of acquiring BTC drugs at a pharmacy could improve consumer adherence to drug regimens by eliminating the need for
a visit to a physician to obtain refill prescriptions. Additionally, FDA has noted that people are now taking a larger role in managing their health.
Experts have stated that increased access to drugs through a BTC class could give them even more tools to do so, thus potentially improving their
health. Other arguments in favor of a BTC drug class focus on the expanded role of pharmacists under such a class, suggesting that greater use of
pharmacist expertise would improve health outcomes. Proponents of a BTC drug class note that pharmacists are successfully engaging in activities
beyond their traditional role of dispensing drugs, such as 13 prescribing drugs under certain circumstances or reviewing individuals drug regimens
if they participate as providers of medication therapy management (...
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