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Senate of United States, January 25, 1853 Yet, | cannot forbear asking myself, why was the correspondence on the tripartite treaty called for? Had
not the President s Message informed honorable Senators of its import? Did not the resolution originating the call, intimate a thorough knowledge
of its character? Or did Senators merely wish to give themselves the enjoyment of its rhetoric? They meant not to remonstrate against England and
France, for renewing an attempt in which on a former occasion they had been so readily indulged, as in the case of Soulouque s difficulties with the
Dominican Republic; - that had been illogical. They could not wish to intimate disaffection at the President s answer; - it was all right and proper.
What was it, then, that prompted the inquiry? Nothing, | am sure, but the best of motives; and yet, what could it bring forth -what has it brought
forth - but a legitimate triumph to the distinguished statesman who fills, with so much credit to himself, the chair of State, and obstacles, difficulties,
and dangers, in the way of the coming Administration? Senators complain, however, that the mystery of the Cuban correspondence has been let
out. Why? Is it because of the disclosure that we wished to purchase Cuba? But, in the same breath, they avow their settled purpose still to purchase
it, if it should be for sale. Is it because the amount offered was divulged? But, they proclaim that they are ready to purchase it at any price. Why...
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