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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1909 Excerpt: the empire. The regent required no great persuasion. The emperor
hesitated, but acceded upon a promise of the dispatch of an English fleet to the Mediterranean. Negotiations were spun out till July 22August 2, 1718,
when the representatives of Great Britain, France, and the empire signed in London the treaty which, on the accession of the Dutch in December,
became known as the Quadruple alliance. Its main terms were the renunciation of Spain by the emperor, in consideration of which he received
Sicily, whilst Victor Amadeus unwillingly accepted Sardinia in exchange, retaining the title of king. This bargain on behalf of the emperor, Lord
Hervey tells us, was prompted by the desire of George I. to obtain an imperial investiture of the duchies of Bremen and Verden. The emperor also
undertook to grant investiture within two months of the signature of the treaty of the duchies of Tuscany, Parma, and Piacenza to Don Carlos or
other sons of Elisabeth, Queen of Spain, to take effect on the death of the present rulers, who were without direct male heirs. The question was
whether Spain would defy the Quadruple alliance. During the progress of these negotiations Alberoni had not been inactive. In August, 1717, he had
occupied Sardinia. In the north of Europe he entered into correspond-CHAP. YV1 ence with Charles XII. with a view of promoting a peace between
Sweden and Russia as a preparatory step to an invasion of England on behalf of the pretender. In...
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