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***xx Over the Christian centuries the teaching about the kingdom of God has followed a pretty narrow pattern. The kingdom was heaven where
believers in Jesus as the son of God, if they had been true to the letter of the law, would go after they died. This belief has been used to keep
congregations in line and in the church or denomination. It teaches that God is the Big Parent in the sky who is punitive and can t wait to punish
those who stray. This belief bears little resemblance to Jesus teachings on the kingdom. It has invited us to be rule-followers and asks nothing of us
about being loving towards God, our neighbors and ourselves which is the nature of the kingdom. It ignores Jesus teaching that the spirit of the law
is love. It has been a whole lot easier to follow the rules than it is to learn how to love. In Thy Kingdom Come! The author, Patricia Said Adams, takes
a new look at all the passages in the Four Gospels where Jesus talks about the kingdom, even some where he doesn t mention it. No matter, the
kingdom and our entry into it was always his subject matter. In Part | there are Jesus descriptions of the kingdom from the Parable about the
Mustard Seed to the Parables of the Net and the Sheep and Goats to many other references. Then in Part Il are the teachings about how we can get
into the kingdom, what qualities we need to have, from being prepared to loving God with all of ourselves to loving our neighbor as we love
ourselves. In Part ll...
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