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Temple University Press,U.S., United States, 1998. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . This book usually ship within 10-15 business days
and we will endeavor to dispatch orders quicker than this where possible. Brand New Book. Sensational media coverage of groups like Heaven s
Gate, the People s Temple, and Synanon is tinged with the suggestion that only crazy, lonely, or gullible people join cults. Cults attract people on the
fringe of society, people already on the edge. Contrary to this public perception, Marybeth Ayella reveals how anyone seeking personal change in an
intense community setting is susceptible to the lure of group influence. The book begins with the candid story of how one keen skeptic was recruited
by Moonies in the 1970s -- the author herself. Ayella s personal experience fueled her interest in studying the cult phenomenon. This book focuses on
her analysis of one community in southern California, The Center for Feeling Therapy, which opened in 1971 as an offshoot of Arthur Janov s Primal
Scream approach. The group attracted mostly middle-class, college-educated clients interested in change through intense sessions led by licensed
therapists. At the time of the Center s collapse in 1980, there were three hundred individuals living in the therapeutic community and another six
hundred outpatients. Through interviews with twenty-one former patients, the author develops a picture of the positive changes they sought, the
pressures of group living, and the allegations of abuse against therapists. Many patients contended that they were beaten, made to strip before the
group and to engage in forced sex, forced to have abortions and give up children, and coerced to donate money and to work in business affiliated
with the Center. The close of the Center brought yet more trauma to the patients as they struggled to readjust to mainstream...
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