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lives; many a time it has been the pleasant duty of the biographer to record such a declaration as this found in the correspondence of his hero: "To
my mother | owe what is best in me."In the case of the saints, the mother has been usually the docile instrument of supernatural favors, the living
channel of grace, and one would be almost tempted to say, the necessary complement of God, His visible shadow, His faithful substitute. Most of the
saints, no doubt, could repeat and apply to themselves the words of Saint Gregory the Great, still written on the walls of the Mount Coelius Convent:
"It is Sylvia, my saintly mother, who gave me the Church."Unfortunately, in the annals of Christian motherhood there are many blank pages; and
too often, to his deep regret, the historian finds nothing to satisfy his eager curiosity, except the mere mention of a name accompanied with some
commonplace eulogy of the vaguest character. And yet, from the heroic mother of the Maccabees to the peasant mother of the Cure of Ars, what a
gallery of unique pictures, what a glorious procession of brave women, come from every walk of life! The first three centuries of Church history are
the heroic age of Christian motherhood. For practically three hundred years, with intervals of unequal duration, the Christian home is under the fire
of persecution; every member of...
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