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.the Cabul river near Jellalabad. General Roberts, to whom the conduct of operations in the Kuram
district had been entrusted, crossed the frontier on November 21st, and marched up the valley with
great expedition. The inhabitants evinced friendliness, bringing in live stock and provisions for sale.
Reaching Habib Killa on the morning of the 28th, he received a report that the Afghan force which
he knew to be opposed to him had abandoned its guns on the hither side of the Peiwar Kotul, and
was retreating in confusion over that summit. Roberts promptly pushed forward in two columns.
Building on the erroneous information that the enemy were in a hollow trying to withdraw their
guns---in reality they were already in their entrenched position on the summit of the Kotul--he
ordered Cobbe s (the left) column to turn the right of the supposed Afghan position,...
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